A Second Chance, A New Beginning
When a gentleman in his 50s came to Rising Up through the Department of Human Services, he was simply looking for a way to complete the work hours required to receive SNAP benefits. Having recently been incarcerated, finding employment and rebuilding his life felt like an uphill battle.
From the beginning, our staff saw more than his circumstances—we saw potential. We invited him to participate in our Work Component Program, where he could gain valuable job skills, build confidence, and establish a positive work history.
Over the next six months, he became one of our most dependable participants. He arrived on time, worked hard, accepted feedback, and took pride in every task he was given. His reliability and commitment earned the respect of both staff and volunteers.
Today, we are proud to celebrate his next step. He has accepted a higher-paying job that offers greater financial stability and new opportunities for his future. While he has completed his time working alongside us, his journey of growth will continue as he completes Work Component classes through one of our partner agencies.
Stories like his remind us that when people are given support, opportunity, and someone who believes in them, they can achieve remarkable things. At Rising Up, we don't just help people meet requirements—we help them build pathways toward lasting independence, one step at a time.

